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Picture from Vastra Haradsratt, volume AIa:209, 19 Feb. 1857. Original: regional archives at Vadstena, Sweden. (
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This document is the testimony the
parish clergyman wrote about the
defendant, Anders Andersson, in the
murder case, (see p. 1) in which An-
ders was accused of having given his
visitors sandwiches with arsenic in
the butter.
In the court proceedings it was
important that both the defendant
and the plaintiffs could show recent
testimonies from the local clergyman,
where their knowledge of religion,
admittance to Holy Communion, and
general conduct were described.
These records are often bound with
the minutes in the big book of court
records. Sometimes they can be
numbered, or given a specific name,
and then recorded in the general
minutes with these names.
Court records are very interesting
to work with, but can be difficult to
decipher because of the old hand-
writing. All scribes did not use the
same handwriting - one can be easy
to read, and then in the middle of the
case you study, someone else takes
over and has a quite different style
(Photo by E.
of writing. Towards the later 1700s
many clerks used to write even short
words in a long style, so they quickly
filled out a page. This has been ex-
plained in that the clerks got paid for
each page they filled out; true or not,
one wonders sometimes.
All cases that ended with someone
being fined can be found at the end
of each court meeting, where there
usually is a list of fines (sakores-
Idngd) looking like an account page,
where the case number is listed.
Transcription and translation on p. 24.
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